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Governorôs Guidance

ñUsing intelligence, available state 

assets, and a new command and 

control structure, we are going to 

take back our border from those who 

exploit it.ò

Governor Rick Perry



Cartels

Gulf Cartel 

Los Zetas

Sinaloa Cartel (CGO) 

Juarez Cartel (VCF)

Tijuana Cartel

Trans-National Gangs

Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13)

Barrio Aztecas (BA)

Mexikanemi 

Hermanos de Pistoleros Latinos 

(HPLS) 

Texas Syndicate

Tango Blast 

Tri-City Bombers 

Aryan Brotherhood

Other Drug Trafficking 

Organizations (DTOs)

Terrorists

Al Qaeda and Sunni Terrorist

Hamas

Hezbollah

Vehicles

Cars

Trucks / Containers

Boats

Aircraft

Communications

Cell Phones (disposable)

Secure Radios

Calling Cards

Internet

Intelligence

Scouts

Sensors

Monitors

Human Sources

Money Laundering

Cash

Gift Cards

Pre-paid Credit Cards

Wire Transfers

Lodging/Storage

Safe Houses

Stash/Warehouses

Crimes Against People
Violent Crimes 

Murder

Assassinations 

Torture

Beheadings

Kidnapping   

Human Smuggling

Drugs / Contraband

Identity Theft

Crimes Against Property
Vehicle theft for smuggling

Infrastructure destruction

Infrastructure denial

Cyber attacks

Property theft / destruction

Terrorism Attacks
Explosives

Chemical

Biological

Radiological

Nuclear

Toxic Industrial Chemicals

Border Security Threat Matrix
Enterprises Activities Tools
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Threat Corridors



Major Conflict States (Red) 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/2b/Mexican_States_with_mafia_conflicts.png


ÅPowerful and ruthless Mexican crime 

organizations such as the Gulf, Juarez, 

Los Zetas and Sinaloa Cartels dominate 

the lucrative U.S. drug and human 

smuggling market and constitute a public 

safety and homeland security threat to the 

U.S.

ÅMexican crime organizations utilize former 

military commandos such as the Zetas and 

Kaibiles, and transnational gangs, such as 

the Barrio Azteca, Texas Syndicate, MS-13 

and the Mexican Mafia to support their 

operations on both sides of the border.

Threat



Transnational Threat

ÅEvery major gang in the State of Texas 

is connected to Mexican cartel 

smuggling operations.  These gangs are 

responsible for a disproportionate 

amount of the violent crimes in our 

communities.



Gang Recruitment of Teens

Cartel hires Laredo teen as hit man
Houston Chronicle

Gabriel Cardona, who is now 20, was charged with killing five 

people in the span of 10 months.  So far, heôs pleaded guilty to 

two murder charges and faces three more.

Cardona was the ñhookup,ò the connection between a high-

level drug trafficker in Mexico and a rotating cast of teenagers

and young men who act as assassins on the U.S. side of the 

border.

At least one, Rosalio Reta, a 17 year old Houston native, was 

trained at a Gulf Cartel camp in Mexico.

- Recruitment profile: American kids, age 17-24 

-Dubbed ñZetillasò ïslang for ñBaby Zetasò

- Generally receive $5,000 - $50,000 for murder, 

depending on their role and target

Gabriel Cardona

Rosalio Reta



Teen made $50,000 smuggling drugs 

across border
El Paso, Texas (CNN),  April 21, 2009

Danny Santos, now 21, says he became one of the 

thousands of  American and Mexican teenagers 

recruited into the dangerous world of drug smuggling.

USBP officials in El Paso and San Diego report that in 

recent  months, theyôve seen a rise in the number of juvenile drug smugglers

getting busted at border checkpoints.

At age 15, Santos says he met ña guyò at a party who introduced him 

to drug kingpins in Ciudad Juarez, MX.

He was arrested once, but spent only a few days in jail.  He said charges were 

dropped because he was 

younger than 18 when arrested and juvenile cases are sealed.

Gang Recruitment of Teens
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Gang Recruitment of Teens

Teen drug-smuggling arrests jump 
El Paso Times, March 30, 2009

EL PASO -- More juvenile drug smugglers have been 

arrested in March on the El Paso border than in the 

last two months combined, USBP officials said. There have 

been 17 accused smugglers age 17 and younger 

arrested in March compared with five in February and seven 

in January



Violence in Mexico

The body count continues to rise in Mexico as 

a result of cartel activity:

Juarez Mexico
2008 1,609 6,290

2009: 2,657 7,724

2010: 1,631* 6,248**

*As of 13 Jul 2010

**As of 15 Jul  2010



Reynosa Shootout: February 17-18, 2009

Across from McAllen, TX. 
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Reynosa Shootout: February 17-18, 2009



Reynosa Shootout: February 17-18, 2009



Matamoros Shootout: September 4, 

2009

Across from Brownsville, TX.
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Matamoros Shootout: September 4, 2009



Michoacan: September 2006

Terror Tactics



Horizon City, Texas
Kidnapping: September 2009



Juarez: September 2009

Across from El Paso


